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property as  a  citizen of India.    For, strange to say,  there is  no form  of marriage  or mode of inheritance for a citizen  of India  as  such, but only forms appropriate for professed Hindus by religion, for professed  Christians by religion., for professed Muhammadans by religion, and so forth: the so-called Hindu law which is administered to Hindus is indissolubly bound up with the Hindu religion,  or rather with what somebody fancied somebody else had thought   or   written   several hundred   years   ago   about  the   Hindu   religion. In the words of one of the best living authorities on the subject, 'The consequence was a state of arrested progress, in which no voices were heard unless they came from the tomb.    It was as if the German were to administer English law from the resources of a library furnished with Fleta, Glanville   and   Bracton,   and   terminating   with Lord Coke.'"
A  similar attitude to   the administration   of
Muhammadan   law   is taken up by Mr Ameer
Ali,  a distinguished jurist who  filled for many
years the position of a Judge of the  Supreme
Court   at  Calcutta.    He is  especially concerned
with the interpretation of the law of Wakfs, or
Muhammadan Trusts, and in this matter there is
a strong body of influential Muhammadan opinion
behind him.    Other questions in   Muhammadan
law which give rise to many difficulties in practical
life relate to dower, the registration of marriage
and divorce, and the inheritance of real property
to which local customs or incidents are attached.
It is difficult to see how a centralised popular
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